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: XTe¢ BATILE HONORSe=~le As authorized by Executive Order Ne, 8396, (Sec I,
pull, 22, WD, 1943), superseding Exeocutive (rder Noe. 50756 (Sse III, Bull, 11, ‘
WD, 1942), oitation of the following unit by the Commanding. General, Eighth Air
_Foroe, in General -Orders, Noe 355, 11 May 1924, under the provisions of seotion
1V, Circular No, 333, War Department, 1943, in the name of the President of the

Tnited States as public evidenoe of deserved honor and distinction, is oonfirm ‘de.
The citaticm reads a8 followm

BATTLE HONORS» gitations of mits I I TR R RN R n » o - ™ -,.aeo.' X1 - 'M
!

. 'ﬂw 1st Bombardnent :)iv:lsion (H), is oi‘wd for extraorninary hw aiam. detere=

‘mination, and esprit de corps in action agsinst theenemy on 1l January 1944, 0m

t1s ocoasion the lst Rombardment Division led the entire Eighth Alir Force pense

tration into central (ermany to atimck vital sireratt factories. After assenybly

was accomplished and the formation was proceeding toward Gerusny, adverse weather ,

-conditions were encountered which previnted effective fighter cover {rom reaching .

. the lst Doubardment Diviailon.’ Taking full advantage of the relative wulnerability e

- of the lead division, the euemy concontrated powerful forces ageinst it. The scale f

.of the eunemy attack is graphically indicated by the fact that 400 ennounters with Lary
foe

enemy airoraft wers recordsd by units of the lst Bowpardment Divisione The gunners
met these continuous atiacks with accurate fire, and the division continued toward
the targets as briefed where bombs were dropped with excellent resultse On the ree
turn trip the enemy continued to concentrate his efforts on the lat Boumbardment
‘Divisiune Figures of enemy alroraft olaimed by our gunners indicate that the herce
4sm of this division infliocted heavy losses on.the enemy in the air ag well as on o ks
.the ground, fTwo hundred and ten ensmy a ireraft, the largest number ever claimed R

b any d ivision of the Bishth Alir Force for any :ne mission, were confirmed az fw
destroyed, 43 probably destroyed mund 84 damaged. The divisiont28% 42 heavy bombers )j

- and meny of thos which returned were heavily dumaged. Four hundred smd thirty "
~officers and enlisted men falled to return, 3 were killsd, and 32 others woundoed,
The extraordinary heroism snd tenacious fightipg spirit demonstrated by the lst
‘Bombardment Division in accomplishing ita asslgned task under exceptionally diffie
eult cond tions reflect highest credit on thin orgenization, the Army Air Forces.
~and tho armod forces of the Thited States,
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Jo A, ULIO,
Ma jor teneral, :
The adjuutant General.
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Roborts P. Johnson Jr /s/
ROBERTS P. JOITSON, R /t/
Lieut, Colonel, AGD
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